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World History and Geography: Medieval and Early Modern Times A.D. 
500–1789 
 
The study of world history and geography continues this year with a look at the social, 
cultural, and technological change during the medieval period. We will begin with a 
review unit on the ways in which historians and archaeologist study the past. The 
following is a list of units we will cover this year: Fall of Rome, emergence of Islam, 
spread of Islam through Africa, the rise and fall of the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec 
civilizations, the rise and fall of China’s Tang, Ming, and Mongol, Japan’s Samurai and 
Shintoism lasting influence, to finally return to a comparative  study of Europe during 
the High Middle Ages; and concludes with the Renaissance, Reformation, and Scientific 
Revolution that ushered in the Enlightenment.  

 

 



 

 

Goals for this school year:  
To learn transferable skills through the lens of history, which will help you beyond the 
classroom. Not what to think but how to think. Summarizing, Argumentation, 
Collaboration, Contextualization, Sourcing Recognizing bias, and Questioning etc.  
Grading 
Classwork, Notebook checks, Group Projects, and daily Warm Ups are worth 40% 
of your grade. Quizzes and Short Writing Responses are worth 30% of your grade. 
Test and Essays are worth 30% of your grade.  
Homework Policy  
I provide plenty of classroom time to complete assignments. However, if you did 
not use your class time wisely and did not complete your classwork, it will then 
become homework due the following school day (completed work only). 
Absences  
It is the your responsibility to ask me for missed assignments/notes etc. after an 
absence. You may also email me or call the office for any absences longer than 2 
days to arrange for pick up. In this case assignment deadlines will be extended 
one day for each day the you were absent. 
Late Work Policy 
All assignments will be given a due date, which will be posted on Aries, the 
whiteboard, and on my online classroom calendar. I will only accept late work for 
with a Late Work Pass stapled to it. These assignments must be completed, 
partial credit will not be given.  
Bathroom/Late Work/Extra Credit Passes 
Each quarter you will be given 4 passes worth 5 pts each. If you do not use these 
passes you may turn them in for extra credit at the end of each quarter.  
Class Procedures 
Together we will create a classroom culture based on mutual respect. That is, we 
will practice respect between student and student as well as student and 
teacher. All classroom procedures will be developed around mutual respect.   
Aries  
I encourage you and the adult(s) in charge of you to have an updated email 
address on Aries. I will be sending updates on a regular bases via email of any 
missing assessments and your current grade.  
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